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A big thank you to all of our study participants for taking part in

the Generation Pup study. This study is made possible by the
dedication of owners who share their time, commitment and their
dog’s experiences with us. We are also appreciative of the brilliant
work done to help boost our numbers by those spreading the word
to puppy owners in their community. Finally, we would like to thank
Dogs Trust for their continued support of the study.
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Your Surveys During the 
Pandemic
The Generation Pup team are working hard behind
the scenes and your surveys continue to be issued as
normal. We appreciate that the current circumstances
mean that 'normal' life may be drastically different for
you and your dog(s). However, if you complete any of
your surveys during the pandemic, please give
responses based on your current situation, rather
than on what you would ideally/normally be doing.
When analysing survey data, we will take note of the
date of survey completion, and by using standard
questions will be able to study the impact that
lifestyle changes due to COVID-19 has on dogs – at the
time of the pandemic and when they are older. There
is also a ‘free text box’ at the end of each survey for
you to add notes about your current situation within
the pandemic, and don’t forget, you can use the ‘My
diary’ feature on your Dashboard at any time.

Key Things to Note
Just as a reminder:

The laboratory which processes our samples is
currently closed, so please do not collect and
return samples to us at present. We will let you
know when we are in a position to process
samples again.

We have also suspended mailing out of vet cards,
veterinary record consent forms and sampling
packs; however, we can send electronic versions
of the vet cards and consent forms if requested.

We have limited access to documents returned to
us via post, but we are happy to receive
electronic versions of completed vet cards if you
are able to email them. If you wish to send a
completed veterinary record consent form,
please let us know and we will send you details
on how to do this via a secure method.

Could your dog be the next “Dog of the Month”?

If you own a Generation Pup dog and would like him/her to be considered for a prize, email us a photo and a 
short description of your pooch! Check our Facebook and Instagram pages at the start of each month to see the 
monthly winner! Check out some of our recent winners!

Follow us at Facebook.com/generationpup and instagram.com/generation_pup

4,091
dogs recruitedCOVID-19 Update
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4,000th Puppy Recruited
At the beginning of March, we welcomed our 4,000th recruit! Meet
George (a female chocolate Labradoodle, named after George Michael).
George has settled into her new home very well, and now lives in a busy
household which includes two teenage humans, a 12-year-old Labrador
(‘Shadow’), two feline companions and a 35-year-old African Grey Parrot!

Mandy, George’s owner, had been looking for a Labradoodle companion to join the family on their hikes with
Shadow. Last year, when out hiking with Shadow they met two Labradoodles and their owner – conversations
began and six months later a trip to view a litter of pups was arranged, followed by weekly visits before George
was brought home. Mandy started taking George to Dogs Trust Dog School – which is where she heard about
Generation Pup. George is a bright pup and quickly learnt to sit, lie down, give paw and roll over. We are very
happy to have George and Mandy join the study. We are creeping closer to our target of following the lives of
10,000 puppies, so please continue spreading the word about Generation Pup to help us get there!

Your Dog’s Medical Records
If you have previously sent us a signed consent form allowing us to access your
dog’s medical records, you will have recently received an email from us asking
you to get in touch with your vet practice. If you have not yet contacted your
vet practice, then please do help us with this aspect of the study by requesting
that your dog’s unique Generation Pup ID number is added to your dog’s
medical notes, e.g. GENPUP1243. You can find your dog’s unique ID number on
your Dashboard and on vet cards or paperwork you have had from us.

By adding your dog’s unique ID number to their medical records, we can work
with other research groups who already have access to some veterinary
databases. Over 500 of all our dogs are known to be with practices registered
with VetCompass, one such research group. Tracing clinical notes this way will
save us (and your vets) a huge amount of time and resources.

All identifying information such as your name and address are removed from these databases before veterinary
groups share it, so the only way we can find your dog’s veterinary records among the millions of other pet
records is if we can search for this unique ID number. Please do contact your veterinary practice, either by
telephone or by email with this request if you are willing and able to do so. Please note: all members of staff can
enter this into your records so do not make a consultation with your vet or vet nurse just for this reason.

Doggy Dossier
In case you missed it, last year we launched Doggy Dossier which is now available
to access from your dashboard! Your dossier will contain a small selection of
information from the surveys you completed when you joined the project, up until
your puppy’s first birthday (we hope to extend this in the future).

This new feature is a great opportunity to look back on how much your puppy has
changed (or hasn’t!). If you have uploaded pictures of your puppy to your gallery,
the dossier will include these too.

In order to access your dossier, your puppy will need to be older than 6-months of
age, and you need to have completed at least one of the surveys from 6-months
onwards. We hope you enjoy this new feature. We would love to hear any
feedback you have.

https://generationpup.ac.uk/
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Check out how much Oreo has grown…

Award for Contribution
As some may remember, last year four members of
the Generation Pup team gave presentations at the
British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA)
congress in Birmingham. Each year, awards are given
that recognise outstanding contributions in the field of
small animal veterinary practice.

We are delighted to announce that Dr Michelle Lord
(who spent four years working on the study) received
an award for the best Clinical Abstract presented by a
practitioner in 2019. To read Michelle’s abstract, visit:
https://generationpup.ac.uk/our-results/april-4-2019-
bsava-abstract-problem-behaviours-at-6-months/

Recent Results
In February, Lauren Samet – a member of the wider Dogs Trust
research team – presented early findings from the Generation Pup
study about diet and feeding for wellbeing. The presentation was
given at the Companion Animal Nutrition (CAN) Conference, in
Northampton. The abstract for this presentation is now available to
read on our website: https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/.

Data Certificates
So far, seven versions of ‘Contribution to Animal Welfare Science’
certificates have been awarded to dogs whose data have been
included in our research publications. (Summaries of these research
outputs are available on the research tab of our website). To date,
seven versions of certificates have been awarded, and 94 dogs have
been awarded the maximum of 7, with 1691 dogs receiving at least
one certificate already. So, within the Generation Pup cohort we
have: 505 ‘Graduate’ dogs and 94 ‘Dogtor’ dogs, as per our scale
below that is shown on your dashboard! Congratulations!!!

Number of dogs which have been awarded each version of the ‘Contribution 
to Animal Welfare Science’ certificates

mailto:generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk
https://generationpup.ac.uk/our-results/april-4-2019-bsava-abstract-problem-behaviours-at-6-months/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
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Latest Findings
in addition to two manuscripts that are currently under

review for publication in scientific journals, the Generation Pup team have been very busy submitting a variety of
abstracts to conferences in the last six months. We are delighted to say that a total of 10 abstracts have been
submitted, seven have been accepted so far and we are waiting to hear the outcome of the remaining three
abstracts.

Due to the pandemic, the format of two conferences has changed, and BSAVA congress and UFAW will now be
virtual/online conferences instead of physical gatherings, and two of the conferences have been postponed until
later in the year/next year. Full abstracts and posters will be available for you to read on the Generation Pup
website, and ‘Contribution to Animal Welfare Science’ certificates will be issued to owners over the coming
months.

UFAW - Recent advances in animal welfare science VII

Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) host this conference
every two years. One abstract was accepted; the title was:

‘A summary of canine sleep behaviour: Early findings from the
Generation Pup cohort study’. Rachel Kinsman et al.

This abstract will be available on our website from the
middle of July 2020.

https://generationpup.ac.uk/


Nothing is more important than our Generation Puppers! So here
we get to know two new recruits to the project. We asked two
owners to tell us a little bit about their wonderful dogs! If you
want your puppy or dog to feature in the next newsletter, please
drop us an email to let us know!
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Leif!
Age: 7-months-old

Breed: Manchester 

Terrier

Lives: Cambridgeshire

Daily routine?
I'm lucky enough to be able to take
my dogs to work with me as I'm a dog
groomer. We usually get up at 7am,
have breakfast and walk around the
village before going to work. During
the day he gets plenty of activity toys
to keep him busy, goes out for pee
breaks & takes plenty of naps! When
we get home we go for an off lead
walk with his sister, Maisie, and then
a training session before tea and
snuggles on the sofa. On days off from
work we usually go to visit my parents
where Leif loves to play with their
dog, Bramble, or meet up with friends
and their dogs for a walk.

Favourite toy?
We have 3 boxes full of toys but his
favourite thing is the empty toilet roll
tubes. If you give him one he runs off
with it like you have given him thel
.

most precious thing in the world and
promptly shreds it all over the house!

Best buddy?
Leif lives with 3 other dogs but Maisie
is definitely his favourite. They have a
typical big sister-little brother
relationship where they are either
best of friends or annoying each other.

Favourite walk?
We live in the countryside so we
have lots of farm tracks we can
walk not far from home, he's
happy anywhere he can be off lead
and have a good run.

Naughtiest moment?!
Leif likes to steal my shoes & it doesn't
matter if I'm wearing them at the
time! He tried to take one of my
trainers off my foot while I was
working out and in the middle of doing
a plank.

Dixie!
Age: 4-months-old

Breed: Miniature 

Schnauzer

Lives: Norfolk

Daily routine?
Straight out of the pen, out for a wee,
and 20 minutes of running around like
a lunatic. Back in the pen for her
breakfast, and shouts to be let out as
soon as she’s done. There’s somebody
home most of the time, so her day
consists of running to the front door
asking to go out and then coming
back in and expecting a treat for
weeing outside. Dixie enjoys running
around, lots of cuddles and trips in
the car. Teatime is around 6pm.
Treats and wee around 8.45pm. Then
bedtime at 9pm.

Favourite toy?
She has many, many toys but she likes
to try and steal sibling Daisy’s squeaky
ball. Her most favourite toy is an old
pop sock with two toilet rolls in. Why
do we bother!

Best buddy?
She absolutely adores Daisy Dog and
takes her lead in everything. She really
wants to be friends with Dizzie our
ancient, deaf, and blind miniature
Schnauzer. Dizzie isn’t having any of it!

Favourite walk?
Anywhere with Daisy, particularly
loves Aspal Lane Nature Reserve in
our village of Beck Row. There are
loads of different paths to try and
lots of smells. We hope to take her
to the seaside in the Summer.

Naughtiest moment?!
She fell in the pond two days after we
got her. However, I suspect that was
Daisy’s doing. Daisy has a new game of
throwing her ball in the pond and Dixie
loves to chase the ball! Dixie learnt she
could swim pretty quickly!
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Fun Fact Infographics
Check out our April Fun Facts infographic below. This month’s theme
is your Dashboard Diaries!!

Each month, we design a new infographic to share some fun facts with you. These are published via Facebook,
Instagram and on our website. So keep an eye on our social media platforms or check the results tab on our
website. You can find all of our previous posts here: https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/.

Need to update your personal details?

Got a new pet? Planning to change your email address? Moved to a new house?

It is easy to update your information on your dashboard (https://survey.generationpup.ac.uk/) or by contacting us!

Your Dashboard Diary
If you haven’t already spotted it, you have a fab feature on the right-hand
of your dashboard called “My Diary”, which allows you to keep a record of
things your dog gets up to in between surveys. We are aware that the
COVID-19 pandemic may well be bringing lifestyle changes to many of our
participants and dogs, so we have added a new category named ‘COVID
experiences’ to your diary that you can use to note your experiences during
this time. Even if nothing has changed for your dog, it is useful for us to
know this, so please feel free to add this information.

Unlike your surveys which are structured with specific questions, the diary
feature gives you the chance to write about anything that you believe
might have affected your dog. Diary entries can be made at any time – as a
one-off entry, or perhaps as a weekly record of your experiences.

Entering diary information is optional but would be enormously helpful to us, as future analysis of diary entries
and survey data related to this unique time will give us even greater opportunities to identify factors that impact
on canine welfare. However, please note that we are unable to respond to questions raised in the diaries. Useful
advice for dog owners during these unusual times is available from Dogs Trust at: http://ow.ly/E4y550zmApG.

Wilson

https://www.facebook.com/generationpup/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
https://survey.generationpup.ac.uk/
http://ow.ly/E4y550zmApG
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Can you help us advertise Generation Pup?

We are looking to find veterinary practices, dog breeders, trainers, behaviourists, and members of dog groups
that are willing to help us recruit puppy owners. If you are able to display our posters or give out flyers, please get
in touch via email or phone and we will send you free recruitment materials.

Fancy Being a ‘Generation Pup Champion’?
We have a fantastic group of wonderful people and dogs who have been busy
spreading the word about the project far and wide. For example, Generation Pup
dog Shep and his lovely owner. Keep up the good work!

If you have a busy Instagram account, or are a member of a dog group on social
media/in your local area, and you would like to help us promote the study please get
in touch with the Generation Pup Team. We would be delighted to let you know how
you can get involved!

We can provide free leaflets and posters for you to distribute in your local
community or text for newsletters, forums, blogs or social media that you are
involved in. To say thank you, we’ll send you a “Champion Certificate of Thanks”.

We are incredibly lucky to have such enthusiastic owners and supporters.

Thank you for reading!
The whole Generation Pup team hopes you, your family, your pets and friends are keeping well. Stay safe.

Please share our newsletter and/or website link with them! You can also request FREE fliers to hand out at your 
local community groups, parks, shops, schools and dog groomers by emailing generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk.

Since our last newsletter, our brilliant Team Administrator Rebecca has left
the Generation Pup Team. We are very thankful for all the hard work Rebecca
did and everything she contributed. We wish her all the best for the future.

At the beginning of March, Ben joined the team as our new Administrator.
Ben is a History graduate who has previously worked in Healthcare and Local
Government, he will now be applying his skills to provide support to the study
and help keep it running smoothly. Ben has a 3-year-old black Labrador called
Mabel. In his spare time, he enjoys playing guitar, as well as attending live
music events/festivals. He also enjoys playing sport and goes to watch live
sport regularly.

Sara joined the team in October as a Research Officer and she's supporting
Generation Pup by helping with the data analysis and writing research
findings. She holds a BSc in Anthropology, an MSc in Clinical Animal
Behaviour, and she has recently completed a PhD focusing on perception and
prevention of dog bites. In her spare time, Sara likes running, cooking and
swing dancing. She currently doesn’t have a dog, but she regularly fosters
kittens for a local shelter.
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