
   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this Newsletter: 
Hello and thank you 
Project updates 
Giveaway time 
Presenting results 
Published results 
Puppy profiles 
Fun stuff 
Contact details 

We are extremely grateful to everyone who 
has signed up to take part in Generation Pup 
and who continues to complete surveys, 
collect samples, and provide pedigree, 
microchip, and vaccination records. 

We would also like to say thank you to all 
who have expressed an interest in the project 
and supported our work. Since our last 
newsletter, we have had help spreading the 
word about Generation Pup from dog owners, 
veterinary professionals, groomers, trainers, 
behaviourists, fellow scientists, and 
organisations. We are truly grateful. 

 
 

Teddy, 
Generation Pup’s  
new assistant 

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/
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In July 2021 we started the process of updating owner’s consent preferences 
for the study. We are very grateful to those of you who have completed this 
for us. If you have not done this yet, then please log into your dashboard, 
where you will see the consent options. 

 

We are fast approaching recruiting our 6,000th pup! Can you believe it? To 
celebrate, we thought we would have a giveaway, simply to say thank you for 
being part of Generation Pup. We have a Dogs Trust bundle up for grabs, which 
includes a dog raincoat, dog bowl, squeaky toy, pencil case, and tote bag.  
 
To be entered into the prize draw:   
     Tell us your name, your dog’s name and Generation Pup ID number, and how 
we should contact you if you win. 
 
You can send these details to us via Facebook message or by emailing 
generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk or calling us on 07434 843 460.   
 
The closing date for entering the prize draw is midnight on  Sunday 15/05/2022. 
The winner will be picked at random on 16/05/2022. We will announce the 
winner on 18/05/2022 and contact the winner directly.  
You can read the terms and conditions here. 

 

  

We are continuing to run our Owner Personality 
Survey. You can find your very own personality 
survey waiting for you on your dashboard now. 
This survey is based on a standardised human 
personality test to measure the five major 
personality factors. We are interested in 
collecting data relating to the personality of 
owners, so that we can investigate the extent 
to which owner personality is associated with 
areas such as dog behaviour and management. 
Thank you to those of you who have already 
completed this.  

 

Buddi 

https://generationpup.ac.uk/facebook-competition-terms-and-conditions/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/
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In March, two members of the Generation Pup team each presented a poster 
at the SVEPM (Society for Veterinary Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine) 
annual conference. The posters are available for you to read on the 
Generation Pup website, and ‘Contribution to Animal Welfare Science’ 
certificates will be issued to contributing dogs and their owners over the 
coming weeks.  

The first poster, entitled “A tail with two sides: introducing puppies to 
household cats” explored the behaviours of puppies following introduction to 
household cats. We found:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also investigated how slowly/quickly owners 
introduced their puppy to their existing cat, factors 
associated with the puppy displaying desirable 
behaviours towards the cat and how owners 
managed the introductions. These results can help 
inform recommendations for introducing puppies 
to household cats - see the poster here. 

(Please note – we recognise that not all play 
behaviour is undesirable; however, some puppy 
playfulness will be undesirable from the cat’s 
perspective. Therefore, on the advice of 
behaviourists, and based on the results of our 
statistical analysis, we categorised play behaviour 
as ‘undesirable behaviour’.) 

 

 

 

https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/359622899_A_tail_with_two_sides_introducing_puppies_to_household_cats
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  The second poster, entitled “Concerns and Experiences of Accessing Veterinary 
Care During COVID-19” looked at dog owners’ concerns and experiences 
accessing veterinary healthcare; and owner-reported ability to access veterinary 
services. Here is a snapshot of the results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also explored whether owners reported their dog’s neutering, worming, 
vaccination, and nail trimming appointments took place or not during the 
pandemic. To read both posters, please visit the Generation Pup website. 

 

Do you know any puppy 
owners? 
Do you know any puppy owners? Are you 
involved with a veterinary practice, breeder, 
doggy day-care, groomers, dog training 
school, pet shop or any other community of 
dog lovers? You could sign up to be a 
Generation Pup Champion.  

We would really appreciate you spreading 
the word to all of your dog loving friends and 
contacts. You can do this by sharing our 
social media posts, requesting flyers or 
posters from us and even sharing this 
newsletter with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Roxy 

https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
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We published a paper entitled “Age of sexual maturity and factors associated 
with neutering dogs in the UK and the Republic of Ireland” in Veterinary 
Record in December 2021.  

We looked across the seven, nine, 12- and 15-month surveys to determine at 
what age unneutered females reached sexual maturity (had their first 
oestrus), and at what age dogs of both sexes were neutered. We found that 
90% of 230 female dogs were reported to have had their first oestrus by 15-
months-old, compared to 8.7% of dogs at seven months, 34.3% at nine 
months and 77.0% at 12-months. By 15-months of age, 59.9% of 593 dogs 
were reportedly neutered, compared to 22.1% at seven months, 33.2% at nine 
months and 45.4% at 12-months. 

 
Several factors were found to reduce the chances of 
a dog being neutered by 15 months of age: 
• Being a purebred, 
• Having been bred by the owner, 
• Belonging to an owner who intended to breed from 

the dog; and/or  
• There being multiple dogs in the household. 

Factors found to reduce the chance of the owner 
intending to neuter their dog were: 
• The dog was male, 
• The dog was Kennel Club registered, 
• The dog was acquired from a breeder,  
• The dog was intended to be a working dog; and/or  
• The owner had previously owned one or more 

other dogs as an adult. 

 

The most common reasons given by owners in the 12- and 15-month surveys 
for neutering dogs were to prevent puppies and to reduce the risk of future 
health problems. Owners of male dogs cited their dog showing sexual and/or 
unwanted behaviours as a reason to neuter more so than owners of females. 

Understanding which factors are associated with neuter status at 15 months, 
and which factors are associated with owners’ intention to neuter, or not 
neuter, their dog can help veterinary professionals understand potential 
concerns that dog owners may have related to neutering, allowing for more 
personalised conversations when discussing neutering. 

 

 

 

  

Hydra 

https://bvajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/vetr.1265
https://bvajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/vetr.1265
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Our paper entitled “Dog walk frequency and duration: Analysis of a cohort of 
dogs up to 15 months of age” was published in Applied Animal Behaviour 
Science in March 2022. Dogs benefit both mentally and physically from walks 
with their owners. We wanted to investigate what constitutes ‘normal’ walking 
practice in young dogs and how these practices change as dogs reach 
adulthood. 

We explored data on walking practices prior to the pandemic at three 
timepoints (the 16 weeks, 9- and 15-month surveys) from 4,006 dogs. We 
found that at all three timepoints, dogs were typically walked twice a day.  

The total duration of walks increased 
significantly as the dogs aged. Typically, 
16-week-old puppies were walked for a 
total of 30-minutes on weekdays and 
weekend days, whereas dogs aged 9 
and 15 months were walked for 1 hour 
on weekdays and 2 hours on weekend 
days. 

We also found that the total amount of 
walk time spent on lead decreased as 
the dogs aged with young puppies 
spending ≥75% of their time on lead 
compared to <25% for the older dogs. 
This may suggest that the owners in 
our study have been successful in 
working on recall training to give them 
the confidence to let their dog off lead 
for most of a walk!  

 
This fantastic set of data can now be used as a 
baseline for comparison for other populations of 
dogs at these age points, and baseline data for 
future ‘Generation Pup’ research. This study could 
be useful to vets and dog behaviourists as it 
provides an insight into the common walking 
practices of a large sample of owners with puppies 
and young dogs. In the future, we plan to explore 
what factors affect walk frequency and duration, 
and how walking practices affect dog behaviour, 
welfare, and health outcomes. As always, we are 
very grateful for your input and hope to issue 
‘Contribution to Animal Welfare Science’ 
Certificates soon to contributing dogs.  

 

  

Moss 

Barney 

https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0168159122000673?token=DAE810C93384D89A9F3EE1D3FCCA1F5802BC053686C49D9B8C4A9A80AD2A65E50C739B49458ECF6892B8DC2F3AF21E91&originRegion=eu-west-1&originCreation=20220414092106
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0168159122000673?token=DAE810C93384D89A9F3EE1D3FCCA1F5802BC053686C49D9B8C4A9A80AD2A65E50C739B49458ECF6892B8DC2F3AF21E91&originRegion=eu-west-1&originCreation=20220414092106
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Daily routine  
Inka likes to be up to enjoy the day 
at around 6am. After breakfast she 
spends 2-3 hours playing with my 
older German Shepherd Anja, or 
with me, until nap time at around 
9am. Currently this can be a long 
nap until lunchtime, but I know it 
won't last so I'm making the most of 
it! Then after lunch we might visit a 
garden centre, go for a drive to a 
park or cafe or town, or have a play 
in the garden. Dinner follows 
another nap, and then usually 
witching 'hour' strikes around 
6.30pm and ends anytime up to 
9pm, usually when Inka is placed in 
a room without the other dogs and 
with me while I relax. 

Favourite toy 
The football – she’s started to help 
Anja herd the football around the 
garden, it's definitely in her genes! 

Best buddy 
Anja, my 5-year-old Shepherd who is 
her auntie, from the same breeder. 

Favourite walk 
Around the University campus next 
door - watching the students - on 
skateboards, playing football, 
walking, picnicking... 

Cheekiest moment 
Hard to choose just one! Pulling up 
the artificial grass? Digging up all 
the banana plants? Pulling laundry 
off the line? 

Nothing is more important than our Generation Puppers! So here we get to 
know two new recruits to the project. We asked two owners to tell us a bit 
about their wonderful dogs! 

Age: 4-months-old 

Breed: German Shepherd 

Lives: Bristol 
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Daily routine 
Basil wakes up at around 7:30 to go 
to the toilet and have a little play. 
He has breakfast at 8:00 from his 
Kong. This keeps him busy for about 
20 minutes and he really enjoys it. 
After breakfast Basil tends to have a 
nap. When he wakes up, we like to 
play tug of war, fetch and practice 
our tricks. We try to learn a new one 
every few days. This week’s have 
been “paws up” and “play dead”. 
Lunchtime is fed from the Kong also 
at around 12:30. Following this Basil 
has another nap. At around 4:30 we 
take him for a little walk, about 20 
minutes to the lake opposite our 
home. We are still getting used to 
meeting new dogs on our walks. 
After a small nap we play until 
dinner. Dinner is served at 5:00 from 
the Kong also. After he has eaten, he 
likes to sit and watch us make our 
dinner in his bed in the kitchen. 
From about 7:00 Basil gets very 
cuddly and just wants to sleep and 
chew on his antler next to us on the 
sofa. Bedtime is around 10:00 
though he’s probably been snoozing 
from about 7:00. 

Favourite toy 
Favourite toy is the Kong moose 
which he has had since day one. He 
loves to play with it when he wakes 
up in his crate. 

Best buddy 
Other than dad, his big cousin 
Benji the cockapoo who is very 
docile.  

Favourite walk 
Basil can’t walk too much yet but 
we love going down the lane to our 
local lake. We can’t wait to go to 
Delamere Forest. 

Cheekiest moment 
This week he discovered how to 
run upstairs. Sometimes he looks 
at us halfway just to be extra 
cheeky. He just hasn’t worked out 
how to get down yet. 

Age: 16-weeks-old 

Breed: Cocker Spaniel x Retriever  

Lives: Cheshire 
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As you know, every month you could become our Owner of the Month, just by 
completing your most recent survey. In case you missed the news, this year, 
instead of giving a prize to just one lucky winner per month, we now give away 
a Dogs Trust prize to four lucky winners! So, to be in with a chance of winning, 
please remember to check your Dashboard and complete your survey next time 
you get an email saying that your dog’s latest survey is available. 

We award certificates to dogs whose data we’ve used in our 
publications to recognise your dog’s (and your) contributions to 
canine science. We’re currently upgrading the process by which 
certificates are issued so we haven’t issued any certificates 
lately. We’re hoping to issue more than 2,000 certificates within 
the next few weeks. Thank you for your patience! 

Since our last newsletter, our fantastic Research Assistant Rosa has left the 
Generation Pup Team to take on a different role within Dogs Trust. We are 
very grateful to Rosa for all her hard work over the four years that she 
contributed to the project and wish her luck in her new role. 

With the departure of Rosa, we needed to find a new 
Research Assistant, and this month we have been joined 
by Chloe. She holds a BSc in Biology and a MSc in 
Applied Animal Behaviour and Animal Welfare. Chloe will 
use her skills in data analysis and writing evidence-
based literature to support the Generation Pup team. 
Welcome on board Chloe! 

If you are keen to hear more about the research taking place at Dogs Trust 
(including Generation Pup), you can now watch a recording of a presentation 
given by Dr Rachel Casey (Director of Canine Behaviour and Research at Dogs 
Trust). She discusses many aspects of our current research and shares some 
Generation Pup results. (Please note that the transcript for the presentation 
was autogenerated and does contain some errors.) 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8znbhz
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A dog is for life® 

dogstrust.org.uk 
 

© Dogs Trust 2021 
Registered charity numbers: 227523 & SC037843 

Check out how much Dennis has grown… 

E: GenerationPup@dogstrust.org.uk 

W: GenerationPup.ac.uk 

/GenerationPup 

@GenerationPup 

@Generation_Pup 

Need to update your personal details? 
Got a new pet? Moved to a new house? Planning to change your email 
address? It is easy to update your information by visiting your Generation Pup 
dashboard or by emailing generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk 

 

http://www.generationpup.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/generationpup
https://twitter.com/GenerationPup
https://www.instagram.com/generation_pup/

