
   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this Newsletter: 
Hello and thank you 
Project updates 
Presenting results 
Published results 
Collaborative work 
Your dashboard 
Your samples and Vet Cards 
Your certificates 
Puppy profiles 
Fun stuff 

 

To all our fabulous Generation Pup owners 
and dogs, we want to say a huge “Thank You” 
for your continued support and participation. 
We really are so very grateful for the time 
and effort you put into completing surveys, 
sending in samples, and sharing your dog’s 
daily lives with us.  

 
 

The success of Generation Pup is due to owners and their adorable dogs 
taking part and for those who also help to spread the word about the study, 
encouraging other puppy owners to take part. You are such a valuable part of 
the study. We now have over 6,500 puppies recruited to Generation Pup, so 
we receive a lot of data thanks to all our wonderful participating owners. 

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/
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Back in July, we recruited the 6,000th puppy to join 
the Generation Pup project, a Golden Retriever 
called Maddie. Maddie is being trained to be an 
‘ambassadog’ for the charity “Working for Dogs for 
Autism” and loves her siblings, Labrador x Golden 
Retriever Georgie, Dalmatian Alfie, and Cally the cat. 
Thank you to Maddie, her owner Jan, and all of you 
who take part in Generation Pup.  

Our recruitment rates have been fantastic recently 
and we are fast approaching our 7,000th recruit. 
Every milestone reached is so important to us and 
we couldn’t do it without all of you, our wonderful 
Generation Pup community.   

If you, or someone you know, is getting a puppy soon, please sign up to 
Generation Pup and help us hit that 7,000th milestone. Our goal is to reach 
10,000 puppies and we need your help to keep those numbers rising. Spread 
the word, follow us on social media and help us continue our pioneering study 
to improve the welfare of our canine companions and four-legged friends.   

As you know, every month we award one dog a “Dog of the 
Month” prize and four owners are awarded an “Owner of the 
Month” prize. This is partly for fun but also to acknowledge that 
we hugely appreciate how committed you all are to the project. 
With this in mind, we have decided that each January we will 
award ten prizes to owners who have submitted their dog’s 
Generation Pup Vet Cards during the prior 12 months.  

If you have already returned your dog’s Vet Cards this year, you will 
automatically be entered into the draw. If you have yet to return your Vet 
Cards for this year, there is still time if your dog is attending the vet practice 
for a routine visit such as a vaccination or annual health check. If you don’t 
currently receive Generation Pup Vet Cards, but would like to, you can update 
your Vet Card preferences on your dashboard. (To do this, go to the “My 
Details” section of your dashboard, scroll down to “Completed Surveys” and 
click on “About Me”. On the third page you will see the consent options for Vet 
Cards.) This year’s prize will be a bundle of Dogs Trust goodies including a dog 
raincoat, dog bowl, squeaky toy, and tote bag. The winners will be announced 
on the 10th January and will be contacted directly. 
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In September, two members of the Generation Pup team presented recent 
findings at the 55th Congress of the International Society for Applied Ethology 
(ISAE). The findings are available for you to read on the Generation Pup 
website, and ‘Contribution to Animal Welfare Science’ certificates will be 
issued to contributing dogs and their owners over the coming weeks.  

 

Sara gave a 20-minute presentation entitled 
“Factors associated with owner-perceived 
behaviour problems in dogs enrolled in a 
longitudinal study: Are training methods 
important?”. This study aims to explore how 
training approaches affected owner-perceived 
behaviour problems. To learn more, click here to 
read the abstract. 

 

Also presented was a poster entitled “What’s the problem? Owner 
perceptions of problem behaviours in dogs aged 6, 12, and 18 months”. 

Behaviour problems 
are common and can 
impact on the bond 
we have with our 
pets as well as the 
wellbeing of the dog 
and the owner. We 
found the four most 
commonly reported 
behaviours were 
barking, pulling on 
the lead, jumping up 
at people and recall 
issues, and the 
proportion of each 
behaviour was 
highest in dogs aged 
12 months. 

We also discovered that although there were differences in the proportion of 
dogs that barked, pulled on the lead and had recall issues between the three 
timepoints, there was no difference in the proportion of dogs that jumped up 
at people. These findings can help inform where specific training strategies 
and interventions might be needed to target these problems - see the poster 
here. 

 

 

 

https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/results/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Abstract-template-for-website-ISAE-22.jpg
https://generationpup.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Poster-FINAL-submitted-version.png
https://generationpup.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Poster-FINAL-submitted-version.png
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Also in September, we published a paper entitled “Introducing a Puppy to 
Existing Household Cat(s): Mixed Method Analysis” in the journal Animals. 
Below is a summary of the findings. The full paper can be read here. 

 

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/12/18/2389
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It is important to us that we can be confident that the information provided to 
us by owners is accurate. So, we’re excited to provide you with an update about 
our set of questions relating to dog mobility (referred to here as "GenPup-M").  

Natasha Clark (a vet, who works as a researcher at the University of Liverpool) 
has had two studies funded by Canine Welfare Grants from Dogs Trust. Natasha, 
supervised by Professor Eithne Comerford and Dr Karl Bates, has recently 
completed a Masters research project. During this project, Natasha compared 
"GenPup-M" survey responses from owners of 62 dogs with veterinary clinical 
examination, 3D gait analysis and a validated mobility questionnaire (the 
‘Liverpool Osteoarthritis in Dogs’ survey). "GenPup-M" survey responses had 
good agreement with the other measures which is great news. 

Why are these results important? 
Firstly, it means that we can be confident that you 
are able to accurately assess your dog's mobility. 
This will be very important in future studies using 
our mobility data, including Natasha's PhD study 
(described below). 

Secondly, we are working together to develop a 
smartphone App (based on our "GenPup-M" 
mobility questions). Once developed, the App can 
be used by vets and owners to help spot early 
signs of reduced mobility, enabling early 
interventions (e.g., diet, exercise, physiotherapy, or 
joint supplements) to help improve canine welfare 
through increased mobility and decreased pain.  

One aspect of Natasha's PhD will be to analyse existing Generation Pup 
questionnaire responses (subject to owner consent and the data-sharing 
agreement that is in place) to study if, and to what extent, factors (e.g., walk 
duration/frequency, breed, age of neutering, agility training, etc.) are associated 
with reduced mobility. Natasha will also be following 60 Labrador Retrievers 
over a three-year period to study changes in their mobility. These dogs and 
those on the Masters project are not registered on Generation Pup.  

We are grateful to the Canine Welfare Grants Committee for 
funding Natasha's work, and to the University of Liverpool 
team for carrying out this important work. Natasha's work has 
huge potential to help many dogs in the future. 

If you want to find out more, please visit the University of 
Liverpool Dogs Mobility Study Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/UoLDogsMobility
https://www.facebook.com/UoLDogsMobility
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Do you have a survey waiting? 
Winter is coming and it’s time to get cosy! We hope you are enjoying Autumn 
walks and having fun playing outside in the leaves. Afterwards is the perfect 
time to grab a hot drink and complete a survey. There is also a ‘free text box’ 
at the end of every survey in which you can add further details about 
anything you think would be of interest to us. 

 

There are lots of celebrations coming up soon that will light 
up our skies and we would love to find out how your dog is 
coping during this time.  

Thank you to those owners who have already completed one 
or more surveys detailing how their dog reacts to fireworks. 
To extend our understanding of fireworks in relation to dogs 
and dog ownership, we would like to encourage you to use the 
‘diary feature’ on your dashboard. Unlike our surveys with 
specific questions, this feature gives you the chance to tell us 
about anything fireworks-related that you believe might have 
affected your dog, as well as your own experiences. 

We have added a new diary entry category named ‘Fireworks experiences’. We 
will send an email out to owners soon with some more information, but here 
are some ideas of what could be mentioned in a diary entry:  

• Do you think your dog’s welfare is affected during fireworks events and in 
the hours/days/weeks after?  

• Have you sought help for your dog during this time? If so, what made you 
do it? If not, what would make you consider it?  

• How does your dog’s behaviour around fireworks impact you/your lifestyle?  

You can make a diary entry at any time – as a one-off, or perhaps as a weekly 
record. Repeated entries will help us understand how your dog’s behaviour 
might change throughout this period. We are really interested to hear as much 
about you and your dog's experiences as possible and look forward to reading 
your entries!  

We will analyse diary entries and survey data relating to fireworks to help us 
identify factors that impact on dog welfare and owners’ experiences. If you need 
any advice on how to keep your dog happy and healthy around this season, 
check out Dogs Trust’s tips here. 

 

 

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/dog-advice/life-with-your-dog/seasonal/fireworks
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We are continuing to send out sampling packs and would 
appreciate samples of hair brushings, urine (wee), faeces 
(poo), skin swabs and/or buccal (mouth) swabs to those 
owners who have indicated that they are happy to take part in 
this aspect of the study. Sampling packs are sent to owners of 
12 to 16-week-old puppies. For dogs aged 6 months and older 
– we will email you when your dog’s next sampling pack is 
due. Please look out for our emails and let us know if you are 
happy to take the samples. This is to help us reduce our costs 
as the kits are expensive to send out. 

We are also still sending out Vet Cards regularly (at 12-16 
weeks and then annually). If convenient, please take them 
with you next time you go to the vet and ask your vet/vet 
nurse if they would be happy to fill in the cards. You can send 
them back to us in a freepost envelope (provided by us) or  

email photos of the cards to us. We are planning to use this information for future 
research, and we can only include dogs in the analysis if they have completed Vet 
Cards.  

To update/check consent for Vet Cards and sample collection, please go to your 
dashboard and click on ‘Update veterinary practice details and/or consent’ under 
‘My Vet Details’ in the middle column. 

       Generation Pup Christmas card 
It is that time again! If you own a Generation Pup dog and would like their 
photo to be considered for our 2022 digital Christmas card or digital Advent 
Calendar (displayed on social media), then please email a photo of your dog 
to generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk by 30th November. Send your photos to 
generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk or via social media. 

Please note that we will be unable to respond to all photo entry emails. 
Please state in your email that we have permission to share your photo, 
otherwise we will not use it. We love this part of our job! Maximum of one 
photo per dog, no outfits or fancy dress please, and any dogs photographed 
outside must have a collar and tag on, thank you. 
 

mailto:generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk
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It has been over a year since we have issued any owners 
with a ‘Certificate of Contribution to Animal Welfare 
Science’.  Although we have been busy analysing data, 
presenting findings at scientific conferences and 
publishing peer-reviewed papers using data submitted 
from our amazing owners, we have upgraded the system 
we use to issue certificates.  This has been a very lengthy 
process but will make issuing certificates much easier for 
us in the future.  The system is in its final stages of 
testing and we hope to be sending out a backlog of 
certificates within the next few weeks.  So, please look 
out for our emails notifying you of awarded certificates, 
check your dashboard for these certificates and links to 
the research.  You can also check where your dog has 
reached on our Certification Scale! 

Remember, the longer you and your dog are in the study 
for, and the greater the amount of data (surveys, Vet 
Cards, biological samples) that we receive from your dog, 
the more your dog can be included in our analysis, and 
the more certificates you will earn!  

 

 

 

Do you know any puppy owners? 
Are you involved with a veterinary practice, breeder, doggy day-care, 
groomer, dog training school, pet shop or any other community of dog 
lovers? You could sign up to be a Generation Pup Champion.  

We would really appreciate you spreading the word to all of your dog-loving 
friends and contacts. You can do this by sharing our social media posts, 
requesting flyers or posters from us, and even sharing this newsletter. 
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Daily routine  
Whilst we wait for Teddy to be old 
enough for walkies, his daily routine 
consists of waking up at the sounds 
of our alarm, when both him and 
Buddy join us on the bed for morning 
cuddles. We then head for breakfast 
and time in the garden, and then off 
for our walk (or carry in Teddy’s case) 
before we come home for playtime 
then naps! The day then alternates 
with play time, training time, lunch 
and nap times, until the evening 
when we have dinner do a little bit of 
recall practice in the garden before 
we go on our evening walk (carry) 
where Teddy excitedly watches Buddy 
run around. We then go home for an 
evening of cuddles and sleep.  

Favourite toy 
His favourite toy is none of the puppy 
toys we bought especially for him, it 
is an old frog toy of Buddy’s that is 
the loudest most squeaky toy. He 
drags it around by its legs and will 
squeak it for hours. 

Best buddy 
Teddy’s best buddy is my first dog 
who is called Buddy! Buddy is a 6-
year-old lab and is teaching Teddy 
all the best bits about being a dog!  

Favourite walk 
Around the University campus next 
door - watching the students - on 
skateboards, playing football, 
walking, picnicking... 

Cheekiest moment 
On his first day home, we gave 
Buddy a sausage (his favourite) as a 
treat and took a tiny little piece off 
the end for Teddy to try with his 
food, after his first taste he made a 
run for Buddy who was sat with his 
sausage in his bowl and tried to 
steal the entire thing.  

Nothing is more important than our Generation Puppers! So here we get to 
know two new recruits to the project. We asked two owners to tell us a bit 
about their wonderful dogs! 

Age: 12-weeks-old 

Breed: Cocker Spaniel 

Lives: Devon 
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Daily routine 
Moose wakes up between 05.30 and 
06.00 for a toilet break then promptly 
goes back to sleep! Breakfast is at 
07.00 – he waits very patiently in his 
bed for us to make his breakfast and 
our own. We’re working hard on food 
manners so he must ‘sit-and-wait’ 
until we tell him to ‘break’ before he 
can chow down. After breakfast, we go 
for a walk, usually around 30 minutes, 
around our estate. Moose has been 
practicing heel walking since he was 10 
weeks old and is an absolute dream to 
walk. He still gets excited when it’s 
windy and the leaves blow about, but 
he’s getting better at ignoring them! 
After his walk, he tends to nap for a 
few hours before a mid-morning play 
session. He has lunch at around 
midday from his puzzle bowl. Before 
lunch we have a short training session 
to work on his obedience then we take 
a short walk. Afternoons are for 
napping and chew toys! We have 
another short training session around 
17.30 before dinner at 18.00. After 
dinner we go for another walk then 
work on getting used to being handled 
for grooming as well as teeth brushing. 
Evening time is for splooting on the 
floor and snoring! Bedtime is at 21.00. 

Favourite toy 
Moose’s favourite toy is a small husky 
teddy called Dog. He LOVES him and 
would take him everywhere if he could. 

Best buddy 
Dad! He’s the best.  

Favourite walk 
We’re lucky to have a big country 
park near us. Moose loves walking 
through the forest with all its exciting 
smells. 

Cheekiest moment 
We have lots of these! Most recently, 
while visiting his grandpawrents, 
Moose tried to convince them that he 
was allowed on the sofa. He looks so 
pleased with himself when he jumps 
up and immediately curls up in a tiny 
ball. 

Age: 6-months-old 

Breed: Alaskan Malamute  

Lives: Essex 
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In the last newsletter, we ran a giveaway competition to celebrate the fact we 
were rapidly approaching recruiting our 6,000th pup! Well… we are now swiftly 
approaching recruiting our 7,000th pup, so let’s have another prize draw! We 
have a Dogs Trust bundle up for grabs, which includes a dog raincoat, dog 
bowl, squeaky toy, pencil case, and tote bag.  
 
To be entered into the prize draw:   
💕 Tell us your name, your dog’s name and Generation Pup ID number, and 
how we should contact you if you win. 
 
You can send these details to us via Facebook message or by emailing 
generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk.   
 
The closing date for entering the prize draw is midnight on Sunday 23/11/2022. 
The winner will be picked at random on 24/11/2022. We will announce the 
winner on 26/11/2022 and contact the winner directly. You can read the terms 
and conditions here. 

 
 

 

  

Hoi-Lam Jim joined the project in September 2022 
for a 4-month contract as a Research Officer. She 
studied Psychology and has a PhD in animal 
behaviour and cognition. Hoi will be working on 
specific projects using a variety of her skills. 
Excited to have you with us Hoi.  

We have also recruited into the Generation Pup 
Administrator role after bidding farewell to Ben. 
Zera joined the project in September 2022 as the 
Generation Pup Administrator, having previously 
worked in Administrative, Information Reporting 
and Customer Service roles across both Public and 
Private Sector in a variety of industries.  Zera has 
two dogs, one adopted from Dogs Trust and also a 
foster dog. They take it in turns to accompany her 
to the office to see and catch up with their canine 
colleagues, but most importantly to keep a 
watchful eye over the cupboard containing prizes 
for all our monthly prize winners! 

https://generationpup.ac.uk/facebook-competition-terms-and-conditions/
https://generationpup.ac.uk/facebook-competition-terms-and-conditions/
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A dog is for life® 
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Check out how much Isolde has grown… 

E: GenerationPup@dogstrust.org.uk 

W: GenerationPup.ac.uk 

/GenerationPup 

@GenerationPup 

@Generation_Pup 

Need to update your personal details? 
Got a new pet? Moved to a new house? Planning to change your email 
address? It is easy to update your information by visiting your Generation Pup 
dashboard or by emailing generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk 

 

http://www.generationpup.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/generationpup
https://twitter.com/GenerationPup
https://www.instagram.com/generation_pup/

