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In this Newsletter: 
Hello and thank you 
Project updates 
Sharing our research 
Fireworks season 
Annual vet card prize draw 
Calls to action 
Your certificates 
Dog tails 
Pup to dog 
 

 

As with every newsletter, we must start with a heartfelt thank you to all of our 
amazing Generation Pup participants (human and canine)! It’s incredible to 
think that our oldest recruits are now approaching 9 years of age, highlighting 
just how long this study has been running. We are still just as excited to get to 
know our new recruits, and to receive updates on dogs who have been on the 
study for years, as we were when the study first began. So, if you’re on social 
media, don’t forget to share photos of your wonderful pups with us – we love 
seeing them! In return we will share study findings, competitions, and updates. 

We are also thrilled to share, that with your help, we’re so close to reaching our 
goal of recruiting 10,000 puppies, with fewer than 500 to go! So, if you know 
anyone who is thinking of getting a puppy, now is the time to tell them about 
Generation Pup before it is too late! We hope you enjoy reading this letter. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/
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Back in June, we announced that we had recruited our 9,000th puppy to the 
study! This is big news because it meant we only need another 1,000 puppies 
to hit our goal of recruiting 10,000. We issued a press release, and are 
delighted to say, that it was picked up by several outlets including... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case you missed it, please let us introduce you to the very handsome Digby, 
the Golden Retriever. Digby's owner, Chris, shared that Digby has settled in 
wonderfully. The whole family can’t imagine life without him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the study Digby and all our other new recruits. We look forward to 
following your pup’s updates, along with the many other fantastic recruits who 
have joined us over the years. It is hard to believe we are now preparing the  
9-year survey and have recruited over 9,000 puppies. What an achievement 
and one we couldn’t have done without you.  
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Dogs Trust attended New Scientist Live (NSL) earlier this month and we 
had a fetch-tastic time! The Dogs Trust stand had lots of visitors and the 
Research Team, including some of our Generation Pup team members, 
enjoyed chatting with everyone and spreading the word about all things 
dogs and science. Generation Pup project lead, Dr. Rachel Casey, gave a 
talk on Generation Pup, sharing our results with the NSL audience. It truly 
was a joy to see Generation Pup, and the team’s hard work, being 

celebrated on such a large stage. We’ve already seen a few new pups signed up 
to the project because of our attendance at NSL, which is pawtastic news! 

One of the pieces of research highlighted by the talk was our paper, 
“Introducing a Puppy to Existing Household Cat(s): Mixed Method Analysis” 
which received a lot of attention in the media. The Guardian, The Mirror, The 
Independent and the BBC have all published articles this month about this piece 
of research and we are very grateful. It’s so wonderful to see our work being 
shared and celebrated and helps us in our aim of improving the welfare of dogs 
in the future. You can read this paper here. 
If you attended New Scientist Live and visited our stand or attended the talk, 
thank you so much. We really appreciate your continued support.  
 

The Generation Pup team are delighted to be collaborating with  
Dr Eleanor Raffan and Anna Morros-Nuevo from the University  
of Cambridge to further knowledge in the area of dog obesity.   

Obesity is a major problem in dogs, which impacts their health  
and lifespan. While diet and exercise are key, in some  
particularly obesity-prone dogs it can be hard to effectively restrict  
their food to keep them at a healthy weight. This research aims to understand  
the genetic factors that influence dogs' eating habits and to develop tailored 
strategies for preventing obesity. By studying Generation Pup dogs, Anna and  
Eleanor hope to identify genes linked to "greediness" and develop genetic tests to  

predict a dog's risk of obesity. Additionally, they will examine how 
different feeding and exercise habits affect dogs with high and 
low genetic risk for obesity, providing evidence-based 
recommendations for preventing and treating canine obesity in 
the future. 

We will keep you updated with results of this work when they 
become available. Watch this space! 

 

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/12/18/2389
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We’re approaching the time of year where fireworks are more likely to light up 
our skies, and we at Dogs Trust realise that this can be a stressful period for 
many dogs and their owners. Dogs Trust has lots of advice on how to prepare in 
advance of fireworks to help minimise any distress that dogs might experience. 
You can find this helpful advice here. There is also a diary entry category called 
‘Fireworks Experiences’ on your Generation Pup online dashboard that gives you 
the chance to let us know anything fireworks-related that you believe may have 
affected your dog. You might want to let us know how your dogs’ welfare was 
affected during/after fireworks, if you sought any help, or what helpful strategies 
you implemented if required. We’re really interested to hear about these 
experiences and look forward to reading your entries. Please note however that 
we do not review diary entries regularly, so if you need advice on how to help 
your dog with fireworks, please see the website link above, or call Dogs Trust 
Behaviour Support Line on 0303 003 6666 (open Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 
5pm).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The research team at Dogs Trust are working on a few fireworks-related 
research projects, including a project led by Eliza Ruiz Izaguirre and Sara 
Owczarczak-Garstecka that uses Generation Pup data to assess the effect of 
socialisation during puppyhood on each dog’s response to fireworks as they get 
older. The team investigated whether puppies who experienced more noises 
when they were younger were more or less likely to be fearful of fireworks at 2.5 
years of age. Their results will help to highlight whether there are any potentially 
beneficial socialisation experiences for puppies that can help them as they grow 
up. Initial results can be viewed here.  

Further research headed up by Ben Cooper and Sara Owczarczak-Garstecka was 
based on a separate fireworks questionnaire completed by over 17,000 dog 
owners during the winter of 2021/22. This provided valuable data on reported 
dog behaviours during fireworks, as well as the strategies used by owners to 
help support their dogs. This work can now be carried forwards to help identify 
useful methods to help dogs who may be affected by fireworks. Keep an eye out 
for all these results in future newsletters! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/dog-advice/life-with-your-dog/seasonal/fireworks
tel:03030036666
https://generationpup.ac.uk/our-results/july-2023-csf-abstract-2/
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Would you like to win 1 of 10 goody bags packed with tail-wagging treats for 
both you and your dog? If so, read on for details!  

As you may know, every time you return your dog’s completed Vet Cards you are 
entered into a prize draw to win a goody bag. 

The next annual Vet Card prize draw is coming up very soon! The 10 lucky 
winners are drawn at random, at the start of each year, from a list of all owners 
who have returned their vet cards during the previous year. So be sure to have 
your vet cards ready for your next scheduled vet visit if you haven’t already sent 
them back to us.   

Don’t currently receive Vet Cards and wondering what they are? 

If you opt in for Vet Cards, we continue to regularly send out vet cards (at 12-16 
weeks and then close to each birthday milestone) to collect data on your pup’s 
body condition score, heart-related data, and oral health. If convenient, please 
ask your vet/vet nurse to complete the cards during your next vet visit, but 
please don’t make a vet appointment specifically for completing vet cards! You 
can post them back to us in the freepost envelope provided or email us a 
scan/photo of the completed cards so we can add your dog’s valuable info to 
our ever-growing database of health data. If you don’t currently receive 
Generation Pup Vet Cards but would like to, then you can update your 
preferences via your online dashboard. You can do this by heading to the "My 
Vet Details" section, clicking on "Update veterinary practice details and/or 
consent" and ticking "Yes" to receiving Vet Cards. Alternatively, send us an 
email, and we'll take care of it for you. Thank you for your support!  

So, for your chance to win, please remember to send your Vet Cards back to us! 
We will announce the 2024 winners in our Spring newsletter next year. 

 

Do you need to update your 
address? 
If you have consented to Vet Cards and/or Sampling Kits, it is 
really important to make sure your postal address is up-to-
date to make sure all your pup’s very important post reaches 
you. It is easy to update your information by visiting your 
Generation Pup dashboard or by emailing 
generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk.  

 

mailto:generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk
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Generation Pup Christmas card 
Ho Ho Ho! Can you believe it’s only two months until Christmas! If you own a 
Generation Pup dog and would like their photo to be considered for our 2024 
digital Christmas card and/or digital Advent Calendar (displayed on social 
media), then please email a photo of your dog to 
generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk or message us on Facebook by 30th 
November. We love it when you share photos of your pawsome pups! 

Please note that we will be unable to respond to all photo entry emails. 
Please state in your email that we have permission to share your photo, 
otherwise we will not be able to use it. Maximum of one photo per dog, no 
outfits or fancy dress please, and any dogs photographed outside must have 
a collar and tag on, thank you. 

 

Vet Consents 
Do you have a veterinary records consent form you’d like to return to us? If so, 
please complete your form and return via the enclosed freepost return envelope. 
We aim to use veterinary clinical records to collect vital information about 
preventative healthcare and the clinical health of your dog. This will help us to 
look at many dogs across the study and investigate factors that may be 
important in the development of health conditions. All information we receive is 
stored securely and pseudonymised so that individual dogs and owners won’t be 
identifiable in any results.  

If you are interested in sharing your dog’s veterinary medical history with us, but 
haven’t previously consented, you can update your preferences via your online 
dashboard. You can do this by clicking on "Update veterinary practice details 
and/or consent" in the “My Vet Details” section and ticking "Yes" to give us 
permission to send you a veterinary records consent form, then click “submit”. 
Once we have your consent, we can contact your vet practice directly so this will 
not require extra effort on your part. Don’t forget, if you change your mind, you 
can contact us at any point. Thank you! 
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…and our new sampling boxes 
For those of you who have opted in to collect your dog’s  
biological samples for us, you may have noticed that,  
earlier this year, we upgraded our freepost return envelope  
to a freepost return box. We spent months sourcing  
and testing different types of boxes to ensure they  
suited our needs and remained convenient and easy for  
you, our wonderful owners, to return your Generation  
pupper’s samples. 

If you haven’t consented to send us samples but would like to, you can update 
your consent on your dashboard or drop us an email and we can update them 
for you. Samples consist of faecal, urine, hair, skin and buccal (mouth) and 
you can consent to whichever ones you would like to provide. 

Thank you for helping us with our research.  
 

Over the course of this year, we have been busy issuing some of our 
Certificates of Contribution to Animal Welfare Science.  

In case you are new around here, these certificates are our way of 
acknowledging when your dog’s data have contributed to a piece of research 
which we have published or presented. We hope the certificates make you 
feel proud of your contribution to science which aims to improve the health 
and welfare of dogs in the future. We have issued 4950 certificates so far this 
year, with more on the way. How many certificates has your dog been 
awarded? Head to your dashboard to take a look. (Older dogs and those with 
more completed surveys are likely to have more certificates than younger 
dogs and/or those with fewer completed surveys). 
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Daily routine  
She's a Working Cocker Spaniel and 
has been with GP since she was 
about 8-weeks-old, she's now 5-
years-old. 
We live in West Devon on the edge of 
Dartmoor, so have lots of walks we 
can do. 
We usually go for a long walk first 
thing in the morning, locally during 
the week and a bit further afield at 
weekends. Then we may do some 
training in the afternoon or evening as 
we compete at Agility. She's a Gr6 at 
present, working towards Gr7 and 
Champ level. She's also recently 
taken up Hoopers again to help us 
with working at a distance. The rest 
of the day is either spent snoozing or 
playing with my other two Spaniels. 

Favourite toy 

Fizz loves her Kong Teddy. 

 

Best buddy 
Fizz has lots of buddies, but mainly 
Pimms one of my other Spaniels and a 
friend’s large Black Lab called 
Jackson. 

Favourite walk 
Her favourite walk is on Dartmoor 
near Lydford as she loves paddling 
and swimming in the river there. 

Cheekiest moment 
Probably in the mornings when she 
jumps on me and woofles in my face 
to tell me it's time to get up. 
  

Nothing is more important than our Generation Puppers! So here we get to 
know two of our longstanding recruits to the project. We asked two owners 
to tell us a bit about their wonderful dogs! 

Age: 5 years old 

Breed: Working Cocker Spaniel 

Lives: West Devon 
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Daily routine 
Tembo likes to take it easy in the 
mornings. Sometimes she has to be 
woken up and she has been sacked as 
an alarm clock. Breakfast is first and is 
one of the best parts of her day 
although sadly it only lasts for a few 
seconds. If it’s a work day, she gets to 
go to doggy daycare which is the 
absolute best. There’s so many friends 
and toys but the worst bit is the 
mandatory nap time in the afternoon. 
Boring! Apparently, it’s enforced so dogs 
like Tembo don’t get overexcited. As if.  
If it’s a non-work day she gets to go out 
for long walks with her owner and she 
gets asked “where to today?” every 
single time and it’s always the absolute 
best. Evenings are spent reminding 
everyone it must be dinner time already. 
There’s always cuddles on the sofa 
after and her owner says this is the 
best part of her day.  

Favourite toy 
The garden broom. Despite having SO 
MANY dog toys, Tembo loves her broom 
the best. She’s been found upstairs 
asleep on a bed with her broom. She 
does now have her own cheap wooden 
broom. In this household it’s known as 
her emotional support broom and 
there’s always quite the reunion when 
we’ve been away. 

Best buddy 
Tembo’s best buddy is any 
workman. She goes nuts for a man 
covered in brick dust or a binman. 
Her saddest day was watching a 
builder go up the scaffolding with 
a broom and the hose pipe. All her 
favourite things.  

Favourite walk 
All the walks with swimming 
places and especially the ones the 
people swim with her too. Except 
they get out super quick because 
they aren’t made of Labrador. 
Even if there’s nowhere to swim 
that is owner-approved, Tembo 
can usually find an owner-not-
approved puddle or swamp to 
splash around in. This ensures her 
owner gets to howl at the top of 
her voice. It’s good for people to 
howl. 

Cheekiest moment 
Digging graves in the garden. And 
collecting empty flowerpots, that 
were previously full and happy. So, 
we have a ‘Designed by Tembo’ 
garden that’s a hazard to walk 
through for all the holes, and all 
the soil, half plants and empty 
pots strewn about. If I don’t finish 
the next Generation Pup 
questionnaire, you’ll know where 
I’ve fallen. 

 

Age: 2.5 years old 

Breed: Labrador 

Lives: Shropshire 
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Check out how much Flora has grown… 

E: GenerationPup@dogstrust.org.uk 

W: GenerationPup.ac.uk 

/GenerationPup 

@GenerationPup 

@Generation_Pup 

Need to update your personal details? 
Got a new pet? Moved to a new house? Planning to change your email 
address? It is easy to update your information by visiting your Generation Pup 
dashboard or by emailing generationpup@dogstrust.org.uk 

 

A dog is for life® 

dogstrust.org.uk 
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